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Dear Friends,

Former Executive Director Rev. Maurice Vanderberg used to write articles for The Light about his 
childhood years on a ranch in North Dakota.  Many of them reflected on how that way of living molded 
him forever.  He wrote of harvest times and the accompanying hard work.  “A good harvest is primarily 
the result of good seed, good weather (God’s major role) and good management,” he used to say.

 Maurice loved the outdoors and enjoyed planting a large garden every year.  He and his wife Ruth 
taught this Michigan boy what okra was—nothing like fried okra!

It was a great privilege to work under “Rev. Van” in so many ways.  Today, thanks to his teaching, I 
plant a garden and even have a few horses for which I harvest hay each summer.

And because of his nurturing and leadership, I’ve given my life to another kind of harvest—
harvesting hope in the lives of men, women and children who are lost and hungry and homeless.

Harvest time at City Union Mission is year-round.  Through the life-changing message of the Gospel,  
we see a harvest of hope on a daily basis.  Men and women overcome their addictions, families are restored and lives are rebuilt!  Our staff and 

volunteers believe there is great hope for every individual we 
minister to, no matter how hopeless he or she might appear.

You play a significant role in this harvest of hope.  Paul’s 
message in 2 Corinthians 9 reminds us about the harvest that 
will come with God’s abundant blessings when we faithfully and 
generously plant the seed.

You help plant seeds of hope through the time, prayers and 
generosity you share with this ministry.  May you be blessed 
beyond your imagination for the opportunities you provide 
for the homeless or poor to restore their dignity and become 
contributing members of our community.

	 For His Glory,

Giving Back

A Mission

Connecting with You
 	 From the Executive Director 

Dan Doty enjoys a hot lunch as he encourages a homeless family 
staying at the Mission’s Family Center.

Worthy of Your Trust

Changed Lives

Then one morning, Carl awoke with chest pains.  Our staff rushed 
him to the hospital and later cared for him in the Mission’s infirmary 
for months after his heart surgery.  Our nurse ministered to him and 
encouraged him to do something different with his life.  Finally when 
he was well enough to leave the infirmary, Carl joined the Christian 
Life Program and gave his life to Jesus Christ.

“It amazed me ... when you truly ask Jesus in your life and ask Him 
to take this from you, it works!  It’s a major thing to quit these drugs.  

At 4 p.m. things start to get a bit hectic as homeless men check into 
City Union Mission’s overnight shelter.  Carl Elliott, security at the Men’s 
Overnight Shelter, makes a point to talk to all of them as they pass 
through the metal detector, and he inspects any bags they have.

Working at the 
Mission gives Carl the 
opportunity to offer 
other men struggling 
with homelessness  
and addiction the 
understanding and hope 
that were given to  
him when he’d  
hit rock bottom  
a few years ago.

“In my job, I’m the 
first person a lot of 
the guys see when they 
come in off the streets.  

First impression means a lot.  I’m 
the first guy who could maybe help 
change their lives,” Carl says with 
determination.

“The first thing I want them 
to know is all their needs will be 
provided by Jesus through the 
Mission,” he continues.  “Food, 
shelter, clothing, transportation—
everything they need.  And [the 
Mission] doesn’t ask for anything  
in return except their desire  
to change!”

Carl’s addiction to drugs cost him 
his family, his job, his home and his 
freedom.  Many times, he tried to stop 
using on his own—he’d even gone 
through several treatment centers—
but each time he relapsed.

After serving time in prison for 
drug use and parole violation, he 
landed in Kansas City in 2002.  By the 
time he came to the Mission, he was 
simply looking for a place to sleep 
and eat.  

“I’d get odd jobs, stand around on 
the corner and had no real plans to 
do anything different,” he remembers.

Our financial principles are:	

n	 We believe our supporters want to hear from us in times of plenty and times of difficulty.  

n	 We believe Christians should support their local church before any other organization.

n	 We use all gifts prayerfully, conservatively and for the purposes they are given.

n	 We promptly send receipts for all monetary donations.

n	 We pay for our purchases immediately or within 30 days.

n	 We never try to raise more money than we need.

n	 We never sell or rent our donor mailing list.

n	 We conform to the standards of the Evangelical Council 
for Financial Accountability (www.ecfa.org).

To learn more about our stewardship practices, call Dennis Chapman, 
Associate Executive Director of Development, at (816) 474-9380, ext. 1476.

I pray also that the eyes of your heart  
may be enlightened in order that you may know 

the hope to which he has called you,  
the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints.

	 Ephesians 1:18

You can’t do it on your own.  You need Jesus beside you to guide you, 
to pray to.  When you stumble and are tempted, you can go to Him.”

Carl graduated from the Christian Life Program and joined our 
Men’s Overnight 
Shelter staff, 
December 2003.

“Seeing the men 
come into the shelter 
keeps me on course 
even more, because I 
see what I used to be 
every day,” Carl says.  
“I just hope and pray 
for these guys—and 
continue to pray for 
them when they are 
not around—that one 
of these times God will 
get a hold of them and 
they will change.”

Enjoy inspirational testimonies, read important ministry updates and see your love in action at our 
CELEBRATE HOPE: Giving Hands—Give Hope virtual Web banquet, October 5-11, to launch this 
year’s annual giving campaign.

We invite you to purchase tickets for the homeless and be a part of this wonderful virtual Web banquet.  
Instead of joining us for an evening where the majority of your ticket price goes to cover the cost of the 
meal, you can participate in this delightful event by logging on the computer in the comfort of your home.  
And 100 percent of your ticket purchase—just $40—will go toward our ministry to the homeless and poor!

To order, simply check the CELEBRATE HOPE box on the enclosed reply device or call (816)  
474-9380, ext. 1459.  Then October 5-11, visit www.cityunionmission.org and click Giving Hands—
Give Hope to see men, women and children who are transforming their lives because of God’s love and 
your generosity!

CelebrateHopeReach Out to K.C.’s Poor and Homeless
October 1, 2008 - January 31, 2009

Campaign Goal: $3.5 million

Why does the 
Mission have 
an annual 
campaign?

October through January 
represents the months City Union 
Mission receives 50 percent of our 
entire year’s gift income!  Without adequate 
support during this time, our ministry to the homeless, hungry and 
addicted would be critically limited throughout the remainder of the year.

Several factors may affect this year’s CELEBRATE HOPE campaign—
increased cost of groceries, high gas prices, job layoffs and the election.

God has sustained this ministry since 1924, and we have no 
doubt He will continue.  The Mission is blessed with faithful giving 
partners—people of compassion like you who want to ensure we’re 
here to help 365 days a year.

During this giving season, please prayerfully consider making a 
generous financial donation by sending a tax-deductible gift in the 
envelope provided or by donating online at www.cityunionmission.org.  
Thank you for your continued partnership! Our Guest!be

City Union Mission offers hope to men, women and children who have hit rock 
bottom and a safety net for those struggling to survive.  During CELEBRATE HOPE— 
our annual campaign to raise half our fiscal year budget—you have the opportunity 
to help the homeless, hungry and hurting stop their downward spiral and build stable, 
productive lives.  Your gifts to CELEBRATE HOPE will help provide:

n	 Food, shelter and clothing for men, women and children
n	 Medical services and case management
n	 Long-term, Christian recovery programs
n	 Education and counseling
n	 Career development training
n	 Community assistance
n	 Summer camp and year-round activities for impoverished children

Annual Giving
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Worthy of Your Trust
City Union Mission has earned a second consecutive 4-star rating for fiscal responsibility from Charity 

Navigator, America’s premier charity evaluator.  Only 16 percent of charities rated by this watchdog organization 
have received at least two consecutive 4-star ratings, demonstrating our commitment to efficiently managing and 
growing the finances friends like you have entrusted to us.

Feb. – Sept.
46.3%

Oct. – Jan.
53.7%




