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Susan Lance knew she wanted to do something to be a part of God’s work with the 
homeless.  With her experience in human resources, serving as a volunteer job coach in 
City Union Mission’s Christian Life Program career development track was a perfect fit!

From helping participants write resumes and cover letters, to searching online and in 
the newspaper for job opportunities, Susan works one-on-one with each man to develop  

 

an action plan for finding 
full-time employment and then 
follows up with him weekly to 
review what he’s accomplished.

“A lot of the men really need to know someone cares about what they are doing,” she 
says.  “It’s easy for someone to fall into a hole and not crawl out.  But there are those 
who do want to crawl out, and we need to be there to give that help to them.”

Sharing God’s love with others was Susan’s motivation for volunteering, but she, too, 
has experienced immeasurable blessings from the experience.

“It feels good to me knowing I am helping.  When I attended my first graduation 
ceremony (for the Christian Life Program) and heard those guys up there talking about 
what they’ve been through and how they’ve been helped by the program and the people 
working the program, that told me I am making a difference,” Susan shares.

“If someone is considering volunteering at the Mission, I would wholeheartedly 
encourage them.  They have so many different needs; everyone has a skill that  
could help!”

Want to learn more about City Union Mission and how you 
can provide real, tangible support to homeless and hurting 
men, women and children in Kansas City?  It’s easier than ever!

Visit www.cityunionmission.org and click on The Light 
Page 6!  You’ll get detailed information about the following 
involvement opportunities that can make an eternal difference 
in your life and the lives of those we serve.

n	 Extend your support for the hungry and homeless beyond 
your lifetime through planned giving opportunities.  
Designate City Union Mission as a beneficiary of a life 
insurance policy or retirement account, or donate 
appreciated stocks, bonds or mutual funds.

n	 Take a virtual tour!  “Walk” 
through the doors of City 
Union Mission and witness 
stories of men, women and 
children who’ve discovered 
there is hope in Christ at  
City Union Mission.  Now you 
can see our life-changing 
programs in action, while  
you sit in the comfort of  
your home.

n	 Contribute to our Building the Walls that Rebuild 
Lives capital campaign.

n	 Get The Light electronically.  Send us your e-mail address, 
and we’ll send our bi-monthly newsletter right to your 
computer.  Read all the stories and then forward it on to 
others who have a heart for the homeless.
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Johnny Evans had been coming to the Mission since 1989.   He’d get close to graduation and leave.   
The last time he left though, he didn’t think he was going to make it back.

For 20 years, Johnny battled an addiction to drugs.  One day, he was shot and left for dead on the  
very street he’d walked up and down thousands of times.  “I was on life support for three days,” he says.   
“They took me off and I lived.  From then on, Jesus put other things in my mind.”

Johnny left the hospital and 
came to City Union Mission, where 
he recovered in our infirmary.  “I 
thank God for the brothers I had on 
the Christian Life Program (CLP). 
They took care of me; they changed 
my bandages every day.  I had a 
hole in my back and these guys 
came down and stuffed gauze in my 
back.  You can’t find too many guys 
that take care of another man.”

God’s love moving through the hands of broken 
men—men who at one time used drugs and stole and 
physically abused others—touched Johnny’s life in an 
amazing way.  “I’m supposed to be gone,” he remembers 
thinking.  “This is my second chance.  I said, ‘Lord, I 
believe You now.’”

April 30, 2004, Johnny graduated the CLP.  Today he 
works full time as shelter manager in our Men’s Center, 
where he oversees the day room and does intake interviews 
for men entering the Mission for the first time.  Johnny 
feels blessed to have the opportunity to pass on God’s love 
to men mired in despair.

“I respect them and they respect me,” he says matter  
of factly.  “I let them know I care about them, and what 
God did for me, He can do for them.”

Inside this issue of The Light, you’ll 
see how God’s wonderful love, reflected in 
the acts and prayers of His people, is helping the 
homeless, the hungry and hurting put the pieces of 
their lives back together.

Act Results

Because You Gave
March–April 2007

Daily average of homeless sleeping overnight . . . . .     346

Average number of meals served daily  . . . . . . . . . .          836

Approx. number of patients seen  
for medical issues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       1,022

Daily average of homeless attending  
chapel services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          224

Approx. number of salvations  
and rededications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         45

Financial 
Update

FY 2007 budget: 
$6,775,475

Amount raised  
as of 5/31/07: 

$5,033,347.24

with Others In April, City Union Mission staff 
and volunteers celebrated with New 
Life Program graduates Clara Moore, 
Erin Kauwoh and Caron McKnight, and 
Community New Life Program graduate 
Zoraida Golding.  “Graduation is quite an 

accomplishment,” 
says Terry Megli, 
New Life Program 
administrator.  
“The program 
is a lot of work.  
This ceremony 
represents the 
next step in their 
recovery from 
homelessness—the 
beginning of a new 
way of thinking!”

New Life Program participants 
complete three phases of coursework 
and must show achievements in 18 
different characteristics.  The goal for 
the women and families is to develop 
a new foundation for maturity in Christ 
and stability in life while residing in the 
Mission’s New Life Center.

Participants in the Community New Life Program live in their own homes 
and make a yearlong commitment to work with our case managers to further 
sustain their independence, grow spiritually and rebuild family relationships.

During the ceremony, certificates were also awarded to Erin’s children, 
Dominique and Kara, for supporting their mom through the long-term 
recovery program.

Please pray for each of these individuals as they continue their life 
journeys with renewed hope and the tools to live stable productive lives  
for Christ.
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	 Love 
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We Need Your Prayers
This month, we’re packing our bags, gathering 

the kids and heading to Camp CUMCITO (City 
Union Mission Camp In The Ozarks).  We count on 
your prayers to strengthen our ministry to inner-
city and hurting kids this summer.  Please pray for:

n	 Staff to be prepared spiritually and physically 
for six intense weeks of serving

n	 Health and safety for campers, volunteers  
and staff

n	 Campers to have accepting hearts as they 
hear the Gospel and see Christ demonstrated 
through the volunteers and staff

n	 Children to fill each camp session, providing 
more opportunities for changed lives
Visit www.cityunionmission.org throughout  

July for up-to-the-minute prayer requests, praises 
and needs at Camp CUMCITO.  It’s not too late to 
help cover the cost of camp for our low-income 
campers.  Log on to www.cityunionmission.org 
and click on “Donate Now” to make your gift 
today!

Sharing God’s Love

at

in

Each year, City Union Mission enlists the help of 
hundreds of generous supporters to supply around 
1,500-2,000 low-income and homeless children 
with much-needed school supplies.

This year, 94.9 KCMO is teaming up with  
City Union Mission to sponsor Stuff the Bus, 
July 16-August 5, to help us bless qualifying,  
low-income and homeless children with the tools 
they need to succeed in school!  Can you help?

Here’s what we need most for boys and girls:
n	 New white or blue polo shirts, sizes 6-18
n	 New navy or khaki pants, sizes 6-18
n	 New socks and underwear, sizes 7-18

Listen for details and drop-off locations on 

on the Web?What’s New

Has God laid the desire to serve  
the poor in Kansas City on your  
heart?  To learn more about our 
informal and high-impact volunteer 
ministry, call Pat at (816)  
474-9380, ext. 1487 or log on to  
www.cityunionmission.org.

Attention: Equine Enthusiasts!

Join equine enthusiasts from across the Midwest, 
July 20-21, at Hale Arena, Kansas City, Missouri, 
for the Central States Benefit Horse Show.  
Watch as owners put their show horses through 
their paces for top honors.  Proceeds benefit City 
Union Mission’s front-line ministry to Kansas City’s 
poor and homeless.  For an event schedule, entry 
forms or more information, go to www.csbhs.org.

Lydia Allen, Follow-up  
Program coordinator,  
congratulates Zoraida Golding  
as she receives her graduation  
certificate for successfully  
completing the Mission’s  
Community New Life Program.

Celebrating 
	 New

Lives

After more than a year of diligent prayer, studies 
and counseling, New Life Program participant 
Caron McKnight beams as she is recognized for  
her accomplishments during graduation 
ceremonies, April 26.

Equipping Kids for Success
94.9 KCMO or log on to  
www.cityunionmission.org  
for the latest information.

We can even do the shopping for you!   
Your gift of $35 will purchase a  
new school outfit for a boy or girl.

Thanks to Tony Richardson’s  
Rich in Spirit Foundation  
for contributing funds to  
purchase brand-new  
backpacks for all our kids!

For more information,  
call Sandy Baldwin, community  
relations director, at  
(816) 474-9380, ext. 1477  
or e-mail sandy@cumission.org.

Check out www.cityunionmission.org




