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Steve* remembers the night vividly: His boss  
from the carnival stopped the truck, threw  
everything Steve owned into the river and drove off.

Steve’s entire life had been a roller coaster of 
extreme highs and lows.  After his mom died when 
he was just 4, he lived overseas with his grandparents who were 
U.S. ambassadors.  They had money to provide him anything a child 
could want.

He earned a master’s degree at the London School of Economics 
and Political Science and got a great job back in the States.  Then 
Steve was introduced to cocaine and heroin and started down 
a path of destruction that landed him in prison.  Eventually, he 
ended up working for a traveling carnival.

“I had every chance,” Steve shares.  “Other guys were 
slinging dope at 12 because they had to.  They had no choice.   
I made my choice.  I blew it.”

And now here he was, standing in the middle of a bridge in Kansas City, 
penniless, lost and alone.

Just after midnight that night, we welcomed Steve into the warmth and 
safety of our Men’s Center, where he spent three nights in our overnight 
shelter before joining our Christian Life Program (CLP).  Here, Steve’s life 
has been transformed by the love of Jesus Christ reflected through our 
staff and his pastor at Raintree Community Church, Kenny.

“I can see God’s love now,” Steve says honestly.  “The things Jesus 
preached in the Bible, I see here [at the Mission].  They feed us, 
clothe us, take care of us medically—they are here for us.  I’ve been 
given advice in life, but now there is a scriptural background to it.”

As Steve progresses through each phase of the CLP, he depends upon  
his friendship with Kenny for support.

From their first introduction, Steve felt Kenny’s acceptance.  “There is  
nothing I can’t tell him ... nothing that will keep him from loving me,” Steve says.  
“He doesn’t laugh at me when I ask questions.”

This relationship of love and respect goes both ways.  “Sometimes you 
see God’s hand in somebody’s life,” Kenny says.  “Steve has such incredible 
communication skills, people skills.  God has been preparing him for  
something great.”

For his 41st birthday, Kenny and his wife baked Steve a cake.  It was  
the first time anyone had celebrated his birthday in years and a reminder  
of just how far he’d come.

Need inspiration?  Visit www.cityunionmission.org and click “Tune In.”

“I was scared to death of homelessness,” Steve remembers.  “I was  
that far from being under a bridge.  I could have been dead or frozen, and  
no one would have known me.”

“It’s miraculous to think in six months,” he continues, “I have an 
overabundance of people who care about me!  There are people in  
my life today who would be upset if I up and joined a carnival.  I am 
unconditionally loved.”

	
*Name changed to protect privacy.
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In the summer months, 
we use lots of bottled water 
and foot creams.  The winter 
months bring a call for over-
the-counter cold medications, 
warm coats and canned soups.  
But no matter the time of year, 
we always need bath towels, 
twin-size sheets, pillows, 
socks and underwear!

Every night, an average of 250 
homeless men sleep on beds 
with freshly laundered sheets in our men’s emergency shelter.  That’s 250 sets 
of sheets and pillowcases that must be washed 365 days a year!  And before the 
men turn in for the night, they must take hot showers and dry off with clean 
towels before putting on clean underwear and socks.

You can imagine the wear and tear this much use and laundering have on 
these items.  And that’s why we always welcome donations of new towels,  
twin-size sheets, pillows, and packages of large-size socks and underwear.

Can you help?  Ask your workplace, Sunday school class or civic group  
to collect these basic items, then drop them off our our 63rd Street 2nd  
Chance Thrift Store, 1229 E. 63rd Street, Kansas City, Missouri.  Visit 
www.cityunionmission.org/directions.htm for locations and hours.

Care for Kids by Volunteering at Camp
You can help change a child’s life by serving 

as a cabin counselor, a member of the activity 
staff or on the support staff at Camp CUMCITO 
this summer.  We’re taking applications now  
for volunteer staff positions so we’ll know 
how many campers we can accept during 
enrollment in May.  We won’t be able to 
accommodate all the kids who want to 
come to camp without the help of many 
volunteers.  Please complete your application 

form online today at www.cityunionmission.org.	

Men’s Ministry Opportunities
Volunteers can provide seasonal decorations to spruce up the bulletin  

boards at the Men’s Center.

Valentine’s Day
Bring cheer to guests and residents when you decorate the Men’s Center 

and Family Center for Valentine’s Day.

2nd Chance Thrift Stores
Help keep our thrift stores organized; volunteer to sort, tag and hang 

clothing.

For more information, please call Pat at (816) 474-9380,  
ext. 1487 or e-mail PatB@cumission.org.

Calendar
 Ways to Provide

To learn more about the events listed below, visit 
our Web site at www.cityunionmission.org  
or call Ben at (816) 474-9380, ext. 1459.

February 1-29
Have a Heart for the Homeless

Challenge your coworkers, church members, 
classmates or civic organization to fill Have a Heart 
for the Homeless coin cards with quarters or dollar 
bills to help the Mission provide food and shelter for your 
homeless and hungry neighbors. 

Wednesday, February 6	 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
BED & BREAD CLUB Radiothon

Carter Broadcasting is teaming up with City Union 
Mission to help meet the homeless’ most basic needs—
shelter (bed) and nourishing food (bread)—all year-
round.  To learn more about the stations participating, 
contact Carter Broadcasting at (816) 576-7103. 

Tuesday, February 12	 5 p.m.
Empty Bowls

Students at Shawnee Mission West High School will 
put their artistic talents to work to raise awareness about 
homelessness in Kansas City.  Funds from the silent auction 
and soup supper will benefit City Union Mission.

Sunday, April 6	 6:45-7:30 a.m. - registration
	 8 a.m. - walk/run 
CrossRoad 5K Annual Walk/Run

Put on your sneakers and walk or run to support this 
ministry.  Sponsored by Midland Adventist Academy.

Thursday, April 17	
Women Who Change  
the Heart of the City

Ladies, does your heart break for the homeless of our 
city?  Are you ready to make a significant difference in their 
lives?  Then mark your calendar and reserve your seat for this 
elegant luncheon event.  Attendees will have an opportunity 
to give generously to support the Mission’s Building the 
Walls that Rebuild Lives capital campaign.

Sunday, May 4
Bikers with a Mission

Join motorcycle enthusiasts from around the area  
for this 19th annual ride for the homeless.  Bikers will 
cruise the 100-mile ride and then enjoy a celebration at  
the Men’s Center.  

COMING THIS SPRING!
Christian Life Program Building 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Celebrate the opening of our new Christian Life Program 
Building and take a tour!

of Events
ResultsGet Online

Click The Light Page 6 on our home page for details about these opportunities 
to help change the lives of men, women and children in your own backyard: 

n	 Do you love children and want to reach them for 
the Lord?  Then we need you at Camp CUMCITO 
(City Union Mission Camp In The Ozarks).   Check 
out our volunteer opportunities!  You can even 
complete your application online.

n	 Run, walk, stroll or jog to raise funds to help the 
homeless.  April 6, join the 6th CrossRoad 5K 
Annual Walk/Run hosted by Midland Adventist 
Academy to benefit City Union Mission.

n	 Time Warner Cable is broadcasting three City 
Union Mission DVDs on Channel 113, its Kansas 
City On Demand channel.  With Time Warner 
Digital Cable, simply go to Channel 113, press 
“Community” then “Good for K.C.” to see inspiring 
stories of lives changed through your generosity.

 Did You  	Know?
Every year, City Union Mission provides 

more than 127,000 beds for homeless 
men, women and children—enough to 
fill the new Sprint Center more than seven 
times!  Your compassionate hearts and 
outstretched hands help make this possible.  
Thank you for your continued financial 
support and prayers!

	 534	 total families served

	 3,043	 total people who received gifts

	16,317	 total gifts received

	 800	 prisoners received gifts

	 176	 nursing home residents received gifts

	 327	 homeless men, women and children	
 	 	 received gifts

	 16	 children of men’s recovery 	
	 	 program members received gifts

	 1,724	 community poor received gifts

Because You Gave
September–November 2007

Daily average of homeless sleeping overnight 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 340
Average number of meals served daily
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 835
Approx. number of patients seen for medical issues
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,518
Daily average of homeless attending chapel services
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               211
Approx. number of salvations and rededications
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

Financial 
Update
FY 2008 budget: 

$1,024,400

Amount raised  
as of 12/28/07: 

$2,476,959

2007 Christmas

and Get Involved!

Join our Volunteer 
Ministries
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